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Cultural policy is the 
government actions, laws and 

programs that regulate, protect, 
encourage and financially (or 
otherwise) support activities 

related to the arts and creative 
sectors. 



“The one thing which is absolutely certain is 
that if  we are forced into a mixed economy 

patronage overnight in the arts we are 
doomed to failure. If  cuts are made many of  

the companies will have disappeared and 
there will be nothing to support by the time 

private patronage has substantially increased”

Sir John Tooley, General Administrator 
ROH, 1979



Crisis in the arts 
is both 

perpetual and 
endlessly new.



institutionalism



Institution
ɪnstɪˈtjuːʃ(ə)n/

noun

1.
an organisation founded for a religious, educational, 

professional, or social purpose.

2.
an established law or practice.



hyper-
instrumentalism



“For the master’s tools will never dismantle the master’s house. They 
may allow us temporarily to beat him at his own game, but they will 

never enable us to bring about genuine change.”



hyper-
instrumentalism



“To be truly radical is to 
make hope possible rather 
than despair convincing.”

Raymond Williams 




