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MAY DAY MARCH AND RALLY: 

DATE:  Saturday 3rd May
ASSEMBLE:  12:00 pm (noon)
LOCATION:  Writers’ Square Belfast

This year’s annual May Day Rally will gather 
in Writers’ Square and feature speeches 

from leading trade union and community 
activists followed by a lively and colourful 
parade through the city centre celebrating 
trade union unity, resilience and diversity, 
before returning to Donegall Street.

This is open to everyone. Please come 
along and bring banners, flags, whistles 
and noise!

MAY DAY FESTIVAL FAMILY FUN

DATE:  Saturday 3rd May
TIME:  11:00 am – 8:00 pm; music starts 
from 2.00 pm
VENUE:  Larkin’s Square

On Saturday 3rd May, the car park behind 
the ICTU & the John Hewitt pub (Donegall 
St Place) will be transformed into ‘Larkin’s 
Square’ for family fun day. Entry is free.

From 11am, there will be free drop-in 
activities for kids including carnival arts and 
crafts including noise makers, placard and 
banner making and face painting!

From 2pm, there will be market stalls, food 
trucks and craft beer, on sale. 

The event is being jointly organised by CAP, 
ICTU and BDTUC.

This year, as Community Arts Partnership 
(CAP) in association with Belfast & District 
Trades Union Council (BDTUC), the Irish 
Congress of Trades Unions (ICTU) and a 
host of others, we collectively honour 
the spirit of solidarity and the values that 
unite us through live musical performance, 
community projects, family-friendly 
workshops, seminars, exhibitions, and 
celebration. This year, our May Day festival 

programme “Voices of Solidarity”, speaks 
not only to our focus on music but reflects 
and champions those who stand firm in 
their beliefs and commitment to justice. 
“Voices of Solidarity” represents that 
integrity and the determination to stand up 
for our shared progressive principles and 
comradeship. We invite you to join us for 
this celebration of community. 

»»»»»»»» MAY DAY FESTIVAL 2025: VOICES OF SOLIDARITY «««««««

REGISTRATIONS

If you would like to receive updates about any specific events you can register 
for the event via the QR code or at tinyurl.com/mdbelf2025

Please note: registration is required for the Walking Tour as places are limited. 



UNDERSTANDING MISOGYNY 
AND TOXIC MASCULINITY: 
CONCEPTS, INTERRELATIONS, 
AND SOCIETAL IMPACT

DATE:  Monday 28th April
TIME:  8.00 pm
VENUE:  Online

First, we must recognise that misogyny 
is often misunderstood, and that toxic 
masculinity is a phrase that frequently 
causes individuals to become defensive and 
stop listening. 

In this webinar, we will seek to gain a deeper 
understanding of both concepts, their inter-
relationship, and impact on society.  We will 
approach the subject with an open mind 

and a willingness to learn. Furthermore, we 
will examine internalised misogyny and its 
influence on contemporary society. Finally, 
we will explore the Bystander Approach as a 
method to address and challenge misogyny 
and other inappropriate behaviours. 

Helen Crickard (Reclaim the Agenda), Kellie 
O’Dowd (Regional Organiser, GMB) Sally 
Rees (President NASUWT NI) and Maxine 
Murphy-Higgins (NASUWT).

Register at: 
tinyurl.com/3ht3prtr 
or via the QR code

BOYCOTT, DIVESTMENT, 
SANCTIONS FOR TRADE 
UNION ACTIVISTS: REALISING 
SOLIDARITY AND BUILDING 
BOYCOTT CAMPAIGNS

DATE:  Monday 28th April 
TIME:  6:30 pm
VENUE:  Irish Congress of Trade Unions 
Building, Donegall Street, Belfast

Over the past 17 years the ICTU has worked 
closely with our trade union comrades 
across Palestine and have listened to their 
harrowing details of life under occupation, 
apartheid and now genocide.  Their call has 
always been clear; join our non violent anti-
racist BDS movement.  The ICTU is proud to 
have been the first European Trade Union 
Congress to adopt a firm BDS policy. 
This event will explore how we extend 
and build that policy effectively and how 
we can channel our collective power to 
support targeted boycotts of consumer 

goods and ensure our unions, workplaces 
and pension funds are genuinely apartheid 
free zones.  The session will focus on how 
trade union activists can develop these 
campaigns in the workplace and in their 
union branches.  Ceasefire now!

Organised by Trade Union Friends of 
Palestine



Áine Gordon - 2.40pm, Writers’ Sq (photograph by Aaron Cunningham)

“FINDING PLACE“ 
 AN EXHIBITION OF NEW 
PAINTINGS BY ARTISTS WITH 
ANAKA WOMEN’S COLLECTIVE

DATE:  Monday 28th April - 9th May  
TIME:   3.00 pm - 6.00 pm; Monday to Friday
VENUE:  Community Arts Partnership,  
7 Donegall Street Place, Belfast

LATE NIGHT ART:  Thursday 1st May,  
5.00 pm - 9.00 pm

“Finding Place” features new work by 
international artists who have become 
refugees and now call Belfast home. The 
exhibition explores their experiences of 
displacement and belonging. Anaka, a 
group of women who use their collective 
skills to educate, support, advocate for, 
and celebrate one another, will curate 
this exhibition in a new gallery space at 
Community Arts Partnership.

Artists involved: Razieh Mirzaee, Anfaal 
Almughallis, Yusrah Haroun Abuadam 
Hammad, Mahsa Jahangirpour, Omaia 
Murtadaa Abdalla, Raha Shafiei



DOCUMENTARY FILM 
SCREENING: “UNION”

DATE:  Wednesday 30th April
TIME:  Doors open 6.30 pm
VENUE:  Irish Congress of Trade Unions 
Building, Donegall Street, Belfast

‘Astounding, Rebellious. Brilliant’ NYT

Directed by Stephen Maing and Brett 
Story “Union” chronicles the extraordinary 
efforts of an unlikely group of warehouse 
workers as they launch a grassroots Union 
campaign at an Amazon fulfillment centre 
in Staten Island, New York. Led by the 
Charismatic but underestimated Chris 
Smalls, this diverse band of workers start 
the Amazon Labour Union (ALU) and 
embark on a journey against one of the 
largest and most powerful countries in the 
world. The odds are stacked against them, 
as the group finds itself up against a tech 
industry giant with unlimited resources, 
without major support from national 
unions or politicians, and while navigating 
internal divisions within their own ranks. 

Filmmakers Brett Story and Stephen Maing 
document the struggle from day one, 
offering a gripping human drama about 
the fight for power and dignity in today’s 
globalised economic landscape.

Organised and supported by Unison and 
Belfast & District Trades Union Council.

WHY SEX WORKER RIGHTS ARE A 
TRADE UNION ISSUE

DATE:  Tuesday 29th April
TIME:   7.00 pm - 9.00 pm
VENUE:  Community Arts Partnership,  
7 Donegall Street Place, Belfast

Join Red Umbrella Éireann and Sex 
Workers Alliance Ireland for a discussion 
on why sex worker led groups advocate 
for decriminalisation, how a worker’s rights 
approach and Trade Union solidarity can 
bring about change, and find out how the 
current law in Nl is harmful.

To register email:
»»» danielle@reclaimtheagenda org



 ANNUAL MAY DAY LECTURE:  
‘PEACE, WORK AND PROGRESS: 
PROTECTING NEUTRALITY IN 
DANGEROUS TIMES

DATE:  Thursday 1st May
TIME:  7:00 pm
VENUE:  Irish Congress of Trade Unions 
Building, Donegall Street, Belfast

“War is a game played by maniacs who kill 
each other. Locate the man who profits by 
war and strip him of his profits—war will end”. 
Woody Guthrie. 

The inevitable economic and social crises 
resulting from years of neoliberalism have 
created an unstable world. Rather than 
seeking peaceful settlements, conflicts are 
being fuelled and appear to be escalating 
towards a global war.

While the Far Right creates threats from 
an internal “other” to achieve power in 
the interests of big capital, many centrist 
governments are creating external 
“enemies” in response to their failure to 
solve the crisis in their economies inflicted 

by the demands of globalised capital. 
This trend has naturally led to the 
expansion of NATO and demands from 
governments for increased military 
spending at the expense of public services 
and economic investment in parts of the 
economy less harmful to humanity and the 
planet.

In Ireland this has also resulted in the 
undermining of its historic position of 
neutrality with the government’s intention 
to remove the Triple Lock which stands 
as a bulwark against deploying Irish 
troops unless there is a UN mandate to 
do so. Neutrality allowed Ireland to be a 
courageous voice on the international 
stage, proudly championing peace 
initiatives even when doing so meant 
challenging the interests of the world’s 
most powerful nations. Building campaigns 
for peace and defending Ireland’s neutrality 
are urgent issues for trade unions today. 

Speaker: Mick Halpenny

Join us for our Annual May Day Lecture and 
help us shape the debate!
 
»»» belfasttradescouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Gormacha - 11.30am, Writers’ Sq



DATE EVENT TYPE ORGANISER TIME VENUE

Monday 28th 
April

Understanding Misogyny and Toxic Masculinity:  
Concepts, Interrelations, and Societal Impact Talk NASUWT 8:00 pm Online

Monday 28th 
April

Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions for Trade Union Activists:  
Realising Solidarity and Building Boycott Campaigns Talk Trade Union Friends of Palestine 6:30 pm ICTU

Monday 28th 
April - 9th May “Finding Place” Art Exhibition by Anaka Women's Collective Art Exhibition Anaka Women’s Collective 3:00 - 6:00 pm (Monday - Friday) CAP

Tuesday 29th 
April Why Sex Worker Rights Are A Trade Union Issue Talk Reclaim The Agenda 7.00 - 9.00 pm CAP

Wednesday 30th 
April Documentary Film Screening: ‘Union’ Film Screening BDTUC, UNISON 6:30 pm ICTU

Thursday 1st 
May

BDTUC Annual May Day Lecture:  ‘Peace, Work and Progress:  
Protecting Neutrality in Dangerous Times Lecture BDTUC 7:00 pm ICTU

Thursday, 1st 
May

“Finding Place”  Late Night Art Exhibition by Anaka Women's 
Collective Art Exhibition Anaka Women’s Collective 5:00 - 9:00 pm CAP

Friday 2nd May Walking Tour of Radical Belfast  
with Labour Historian John Gray Walking Tour BDTUC, CAP 5:00 pm Larkin Statue; John 

Hewitt pub

Friday 2nd May Protest Song Karaoke with the Array Collective Fundraising Karaoke Array Collective 7:00 pm The American Bar, 
Dock Street

Friday 2nd May Aid for the Caribbean: Fundraiser Fundraising; Cuban 
Food, BYO Aid for the Caribbean 8:00 pm 93 Botanic Avenue

Saturday 3rd 
May

Art Workshop: "Make a joyful noise" Placard, Banner & Button 
Making carnival arts workshop Art Workshop Anaka, City of Sanctuary 11.00 am - 12.00 pm CAP

Saturday 3rd 
May

“Don’t Just Wear the T-Shirt 2.0”, an exhibition of Political and  
Trade Union T-Shirts Exhibition ICTU 11.00 am - 12.00 pm; 3.00 - 5.00 pm ICTU

Saturday 3rd 
May Facepainting Children's Activities CAP 11.00 am - 12.00 pm; 2.00 - 4.00 pm Larkin's Square

Saturday 3rd 
May May Day March & Rally Rally / Parade ICTU 12.00 noon Writers’ Square

Saturday 3rd 
May Music Performance: Gormacha Blues and Folk CAP, ICTU, BDTUC 11.30 am - 12:15 pm Writers’ Square

Saturday 3rd 
May After the Rally with Eddie Booth Acoustic Solo Unite the Union 1:30 - 4:00 pm Duke of York

Saturday 3rd 
May Music Performance: Villiers and The Villains Blues and Folk CAP, ICTU, BDTUC 1.45 - 2.30 pm Writers’ Square

Saturday 3rd 
May Music Performance: Áine Gordon Original Folk CAP, ICTU, BDTUC 2.40 - 3.00 pm Writers’ Square

Saturday 3rd 
May Music Performance: Chidambaram Samba Samba Band CAP, ICTU, BDTUC 3:00 - 3:20 pm Writers’ Square

Saturday 3rd 
May Beyond Skin Workshop / Talk CAP, ICTU, BDTUC 4:30 - 5.30 pm CAP

Friday 9th May Democracy in Danger: 100 Years of Struggle Talk International Brigades Commemoration 
Committees 6.15 pm Sunflower Pub



GORMACHA

Gormacha will play as a two-piece, featuring resonator guitar and vocals of their original 
compositions and their own distinctive arrangements of early folk and blues classics. Belfast 
folk legend Fergus O’Hare will join the band at the end of their set.

Sponsored by NIPSA

»»» facebook.com/gormacha
»»» www.breakingtunes.com/gormacha

VILLIERS AND THE VILLAINS

“We’re all Woody Guthrie fans and he was a big believer in being united. We’re back in 
Woody’s time now.” Old-school rhythm, rock, and blues, this four-piece band blends roots 
music with Americana and a hint of folk. 

Sponsored by Unison

»»» facebook.com/villiersandthevillains 
»»» tonyvilliers.bandcamp.com/ 

ÁINE GORDON

Áine Gordon’s music blends melodic indie folk with narrative-driven lyrics, capturing 
everyday moments through themes of longing, resilience, and life’s uncertainties. Her debut 
EP, The Stray, weaves sparse arrangements with quiet observations. Gordon’s work resonates 
through its balance of personal detail and emotion, marking her emergence as a thoughtful 
voice in contemporary folk.

Sponsored by GMB and UTU

»»» instagram.com/ainegordon_/

MAY DAY FESTIVAL 2025: MAIN STAGE LINE UP

•	 11.30 am - 12:15 pm:  Gormacha

•	 1.45 pm - 2.30 pm:  Villiers and the Villains

•	 2.40 pm - 3.00 pm:  Áine Gordon

•	 3:00 pm - 3:20 pm:  Chidambaram Samba 

•	 4.30 pm - 5.30 pm:  Beyond Skin Workshop (at CAP)



CHIDAMBARAM SAMBA

Chidambaram is a lively all woman samba band who mix standard samba grooves with 
inventive & original compositions. 

Sponsored by INTO

»»» facebook.com/Chidambaramsamba

BEYOND SKIN WORKSHOP

Beyond Skin workshop with musicians and visual artists from Afghanistan, Iran, Eritrea 
and India sharing stories around the significance and heritage of their art and music 
instruments they play. 

Sponsored by Unite the Union

»»» facebook.com/BeyondSkinMedia 
»»» beyondskin.bandcamp.com



Meron Brhane; Beyond Skin - 4.30pm, CAP

WALKING TOUR OF RADICAL 
BELFAST WITH LABOUR 
HISTORIAN JOHN GRAY

DATE:  Friday 2nd May
TIME:  5:00 pm
VENUE:  Irish Congress of Trade Unions 
Building, Donegall Street, Belfast

Led by local radical and labour historian 
John Gray, this tour of radical Belfast 
will follow in the footsteps of the United 
Irishmen when Belfast was the most 
revolutionary centre in the British Isles.  
It will chart the emergence of the trade 
unions during the era of Belfast’s breakneck 
industrial expansion and visit the 
battlegrounds of the 1907 Dock Strike and 
recall James Connolly’s last Belfast speech.  

Many of the sites involved have vanished or 
changed but the spirit of Belfast radicalism 
lives on in the modern era as we confront 
the struggles of our times. 

Numbers are limited so please register via 
QR code or tinyurl.com/mdbelf2025



PROTEST SONG KARAOKE WITH 
THE ARRAY COLLECTIVE

DATE:  Friday 2nd May
TIME:  7:00 pm
VENUE:  The American Bar, Dock Street, 
Belfast

Get the May Day weekend kicked into top 
gear come along and join the pre-eminent 
and colourful Array Collective for Protest 
Song Karaoke!  With a songbook packed 
with anthems of solidarity, revolution and 
pure belters this event is sure to put a fire 
in your belly in preparation for the annual 
May Day rally! So grab your family, friends 
and muckers and motor on down to Protest 
Karaoke being hosted in the American Bar’s 
newly refurbed cocktail joint! 

This event is a fundraiser for the wonderful 
Anaka Women’s Collective so there will be 
a small levy on the door.  £10 waged / £5 
unwaged.

AID FOR THE CARIBBEAN: 
FUNDRAISER

DATE:  Friday 2nd May
TIME:  8:00 pm (to Late)
VENUE:  93 Botanic Avenue, Belfast

Aid for the Caribbean supporters are 
hosting a fundraiser to send medical aid to 
Cuba. The Cuban economy still shackled 
by the illegal US economic blockade is 
struggling to acquire much needed medical 
equipment. Within the last six months 
they have sent over £2.5million of medical 
supplies and are working on a further 
shipping container.  

The evening includes classic Cuban food, 
live music, BYO and raffle prizes with £20 

per person donation at the door.  So get 
your May Day solidarity socks on and head 
along to a great night for a great cause.

»»» alan_beare@outlook.com



Be sure to check all the other great festival activities taking place over the Weekend of May Day:

Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival - cqaf.com
Festival of Fools - www.foolsfestival.com

Hit the North -  www.seedheadarts.com/street-art/htn25 

AFTER THE RALLY WITH EDDIE 
BOOTH

DATE:  Saturday 3rd May
TIME:  1.30 pm – 4:00 pm
VENUE:  Upstairs at Duke of York, Belfast 

After the Rally live music event organised 
by Unite the Union in support of the Winter 
Fuel Campaign. Kicking off immediately 
after the May Day March and Rally with live 
music from County Down musician Eddie 
Booth. Guaranteed to lift the spirits and 
keep that May Day vibe rocking until the 
afternoon.

Contact Davy Kettyles:  
»»» davy.kettyles@unitetheunion.org

DATE:  Saturday 3rd May
TIME:  11.00 am – 12:00 pm
VENUE:   Irish Congress of Trade Unions 
Building, Donegall Street, Belfast

The ICTU will be open to the public for a 
light breakfast to start the day.

DON’T JUST WEAR THE T-SHIRT 2.0

DATE:  Saturday 3rd May
TIME:  2.00 pm – 4:00 pm
VENUE:   Irish Congress of Trade Unions 
Building, Donegall Street, Belfast

“Don’t Just Wear the T-Shirt 2.0” will be 
an exhibition of Political and Trade Union 
T-Shirts collected from members.



Villiers and The Villains - 1.45pm, Writers’ Sq

DEMOCRACY IN DANGER: 100 
YEARS OF STRUGGLE

DATE:  Friday 9th May
TIME:   6.15 pm
VENUE:  The Sunflower Bar, Belfast

As part of the International Brigades 
Commemoration Committees activities for 
its AGM Mike Morrisey will be delivering 
a talk considering the rise of the far right 
beginning with Mussolini coming to power 
in 1925 to the swearing in of Donald Trump 
as US President in 2025.  

COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS

The struggle for economic, social and 
civil justice is the struggle for all people, 
everywhere. CAP, B&DTUC and the ICTU 
are proud to connect creatively with local 
communities through their carnival arts 
programmes to celebrate May Day.

•	Anaka Women’s Collective
•	City of Sanctuary
•	North Belfast Friendship Club
•	Na Ludowo, a traditional Polish folk 

singing group

To become involved... 
»»» info@capartscentre.com  
or call 02890 923493.



CAP

The John 
Hewitt

‘Larkin’s Square’ 

‘Larkin’s Square’ entry
(Donegall St Place)

Writers’ Square
rally assembly point 

St Anne’s Cathedral

Duke of York
ICTU

BURC

Donegall Street

North Street

For up to date event information, go to...

TINYURL.COM/MAYDAY-BELF2025
or scan the QR CODE




